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Right Honorable and Right Worſbipful, 

* E following Diga i Jour: 
own on all Accounts: It was 
preach'd by your  Apporntmeng, 

it was beard wich your Ap 5 


az: The eee 


8 Diredion.. Taſtead- of the Apolozies 
. therefore, 1 chooſe rather to 2 _ be 


my Glory and my Joy, that ſo many worthy 
1 ſoould unauimouſly defire me ty 
print a Sermon of this Kind: It is an Argu- 
ment to me, that @ ſerious Conceru ſet Truth 
— wen A conſiſtent with g and 
7 cat 
The already, given 2 Proof of 1 Zeal 
or re oh 7 ent reat Ton to ac- 
cept t lic At ment Gra- 
rig, which. 1 endeavour. bs dx in 
ABD Her an in 25 155 575 For as Jou 
hate +houg ht me nat un wort 
oy o it Fall phwa 1 140 
zably Suffers ma J ſol 5 8 
aſſure Tou, that — and Intereſt of th 
Chriftian Religion, af - tbe Church of En- 
gland, f wy Native Country, and of Tour 
Honorable Company, ſball be the Rule of 
my whole Condat Tala while 1 
. Mares, L fee, Tow, if. have in 
Qccafion to repent, of Tour Chorce : L 


23 — of theſe Reſolutions the 1 1 
Pebvidence which h been my. er wal: 
1 e theſe" _ 7 . ruſt, | 


IH 


F$ Tho Depicat IN 
5. Bide aud protelt ue in Strange Land. N 
md not inglor ious Retirement from the n 
ral Strivings of a People, who ſeem reſol- 
ed not to ſee the Denger of their Drorfions, 
tl they bring a Ruin upon themſelves beyond 
etrieve. May the Divine Spirit move up- 
n the Face GP dee troubled Waters, as it 
lid on the antient Chaos, till it brings Flarmo- 


4 of {Confaſbon: 3: May it Inj 7 the 
mnſels of bis Majeſty, and the Hearts of bes 


People with that (a) Wiſdom from above, 
phich alone is able to reconcile the moſt eſtran- 
ed Affections! May the Almighty tale Tour 
morable Company under his peculiar Pro- 
jection, - preſerve 2 2 ber Tou, the Credit 
nd Glory of fig Leading Netzen, tbe Or- 

ment of thus (6): crowning Gity ! May 
clog „ 7 np _ Þ 

ng that is tr great and many Tour Traf- 

ckers fill — Footuble „ 
I arth and Seas. . 8 


a 


|; Ki Thos 1 17. Fi , then peaceab le, gentle, and eaſy to be 
ww eate n "Angel yrs Fruits, without P artiality. | 2 


d, fu 
(b) Ifazah 23, 8. * ; 
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he: Dx5 ICA ION, 

Tbeſe, my Lord, and. Gentlemen, are thy 

eee Wiſes, ind fall always be the dan 
Prayers, f Re r 9 


l L ö 
: F 

g 1 % + n * 4 0 . 

— 4 I \ * f £ . Z * : FY 1 . 


* 1 


N 


15 
7 FR 
* — 


» 15 9 #4 A * \ 


— d * 
cr opted ain s iO 
by V 4 « ” * % - * * 
— LT - 
» * » * 
. 4 7 1 % N — 's 6 x 
$49 eee rr. — 1 , 
3 A TC VFELL FREE 4 © 4 F. . 
* ” 
, A 11 alt 
467 REY. | Nee 5 
7 « ' , * PF 7 f 
* * 35 95 * bi p ? 8 * 8 x Oo * As 4 
. * 
* 
* * * e 7 N 
- =y Wr — * 72 F* = - 37 4 J % «A ” is * i. ©. 
3 1 kt 1 1 EY * 99 9 \ 10 
AJ 
\N 
A * 
* 
1 
* 
7 
* 
5 "& 4 Perry cy 
- + * * 14 Ly > + %4 
V N * 
9 
* 
- 
Cl OR 2xñᷣ—u Oo * _ ——— 0 — oy 1 
| . : x h 
* . * - * - . 
. w 4 5 * 4 * * $1 « 9 Vas 10 J a "ES ©. . $ 
5 4 * % 1 : 
5 : + 1 aM. r 1 „„ * * * 4 Gs 21 L : 
* 


; = 
z 
* 
N . 
* * o *, 0 en „ 
\#> I A A 5 18 . I . 8 _ » * y 0 ' 7 
ö l L 4 ® 4 o : - 
A. , «.\ k. * * : , * . FS . . 
*. N 


1 5 * 2 


* 
0 z ** 4 , e "1 N 2 4 : 
1 - , "Tu + B 

— % 0 } : . A  % "I. 1 AF < A." 
jw $ * * - — 0 


2 * 


8 1 

. jb: ED; 
EOS: - 8 | 
. Ng eee 00 TAR OLE 61> 


bs 1 
1 8 3 1 1 S437 ** 
2 1 : — ret 4 , THIGToh 


ISAIAH XXXIV. . ee, 


bet . out va the Book of the OH 
Re 


1 SERB 1 ftrily to * the Pro 
* t's Deſign 5 this Admonition, 
* FT . the Words of the 
Wy Text, either as an Argument of 
* 8855 Comfort to the People of God under 

| the Afflictions of Tyranny and Cap 
vity, or elſe, as a menacing Precept to thoſe Na. 
ons, who were the Authors of their Miſery... 
IF we look back into the Context, the Words: 
em rather to regard the latter. at be- 
Is, Come near ye Nations to bear, a den 
Teople: Let the Earth hear, and 20 that 
rein; the World, and: all things that come forth- 
it : For the Indie nat ion of the Loxp is upon all: 
175 and his Fury upon all their Armies, | 

the ſame majeſtic Stile the Prophet goes on 
[threaten the Sword, and Slaughter, an Effuſi- 
ok Ban. — and Deſolation £0 all the Ene- 
& and. Oppreſſors of Judah : and then by way 
amg to them, he ſays, Seek ge our 9 8 
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Nil | 
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* 3 N 


. Assen pate a the 
Book of the Lok p, and read: No one of theſe (VE 


ee On | 
2 "CONSIDER the Wordsas fpoken to theft! 
den they conmitra Denunciation to this purng 
Whatever Uſs I the Losb may make of you 0s 
Inftrumeats of ne to puniſh a wick 
rebellious, unthankful People, a in your 
map; ye fear your Portion of my Wrath-; for 11 
not give up my _ e to utter Confuſion i 
Deſtruction: I, wilb chaſtiſe them with the 0 us, 
ſtiſement of an angry Parent: They ſhall rc 
indeed from my hands double for all their 90 mu 
But then will] ſend my Meſſengers to comfort 
Pebble; and to tel re rat her Warfare 
— es ſhed,'t ity is pardoned: 4 1 
Kidd Foy by That rejoice 0 U 
the ihe "0699" r ber Dieſes” Yea 4 will raiſe Mad 
fru che Dat: ant build up he r Ruins, and i.. 
| ef che Domimion over you, 55 then ſhal] il e 
World perceive that I am jealons of my He 
Name, and will not ſuffer my People to be 
R 5 double meafure of i 
upon elle Heads rebel © ellors. 


Teng 5e cen Wir of the Book of rb, Loxo, d 
Neal: We the Hiftoty of Hrael, and fear?! 
the Regiſters of Julab, and 125 ſay, Have I ual 
failech ĩ my Promiſes of Deliveran made to 


People ? Have not my Threatnings denounced 
gbinf>Xheir Enemies, been dceadfully compil 
cd? Reni therefore wi ceaſe your vain Bol Lea 
ings over an phhappy Pe ople. 5 | 47 
_ SYPPOSE'thjs to be eat [nterpretation, # mY 
5 aGording to the Lerter it is very juſtifiable; tf : tne th. 
f : \ ME 
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my Levant e, ee. 

ve may ſee this. Prediction ſadly fulſiled in: he 
Fall of Babylon ; at Rove — of theſe Pro ne 
; Denuaciations. are {| 5 be 

ls the Captivity inly fe 
ſotheir 0 080 che. Deſtruction F their 
dies, were diſc ered to =o 1 the GOT 

ACCORDING. then to, 1 75 Explication, „ 
general e Text ſeems to 1 this 


add Concern bn eee and e 

rn: for Iſrae] and Juda 

4 2 W 7 5 Deliverances, and how 12 
rerous it was for the neighbouring Nations to at: 
mpt their ruin. Whencs it may be dra wn as 2 
Conſequence . the "Nori We of . 
1 4 Liv tr 6 they þ by ck of Real D, 


a en The ign, or endeavour 
- nd Slayery 49 another, leſt che miſchief, inen 
9 d others, recoil upon themſelves With double 


de, and effectually bring thoſe. Calamities on, 
IF n Which they N thought t to brigg 
170 ſhould I take the Liberty of 92 2 I 

Text according to its. Anagogi 

TR Spiritual Senſe, then What ever 18 77 60k 
Nc, to the Enemies of Judab, is to be ſu; ofed . 
qually threaten'd to, the Enemies of the Church. 

CHRIST; This manner of nterpretatign.. 

„ continually uſed, by the antient Fathers; aud 

ever took upon him to give us the ontents 

al esch Chapter, as a Summary of the hy Yoo e, .duf- - 
vvers.this to be the prevailing Notion of his FORE: 


.THUS. they ſtand, 1. The We Where-. 
WG G OD. eee Fe, C! Burch 2. bt: Th 


V ons ic 7 


th 
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poly 

1 Gs y war! : with Treat 

| kd fount! Jul meht; Melt my Bi of fin 
| 1 ernibibus to Heat 


et Ros ap 


eee 8 
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A i Vd Bofore the 
A ber en 2 Y 


fr 11. 


A wins miglit callly te prodice 
. — Thijs {Vaio 3 re wer 5 
—— Tf 1155 fable to ſo mahy miſtakes 


fuch & Latitude bf Tnvention to 5 
Freren ' Comjlthtator; that it o 


be 4 


Pente We il then 1 25 Wave thi 
= of the Text. 

'cbaARidet che PORN as aß Atp OA 
qt GOD people, and they wille ie 
- Search og Record of my Meh 


4001 Fibers e See that Tak 


one to teſcue rx E out of tie Hands of thil 

Phierhies, even tir coming uß out of 

e this Thft rol there the POwer o 

Might, an th Grbdtricts r trly Le; 91 5 l 

— yield Awe a ae to your. Enemies, aut 
other deaf Gra 5 ee and * | 


Fn our ſelves: In the of your 
dp tb Heaven; ener 66 may ei 


time bf Netd and Tronble : And 
there ſhall 'you"fet my Arm ſtretched but as i 
ed . one fide; and W the other ANC 


mY 953 8 5 5 of Ve 
V "AN b E Exp ti 

cd Wie, 8 
ä + oa, a El 11 9 8 
e thel 22 5 mi 


Violence 


po öde Fl 


N { 


f e 
* home u ere FT 

Wy mT Pp gg 0 
on kae e 8 11 then and comfort += — 
ess that the 15 be deeded, 1 125 1 

akt E W Eat ey fay the Wie 

the 2 are full Progfs of this Obleretion: Api 
gude Hundreg-thirxy-ſeventh fees poured forth in 
Sg and apguiſh of che Soul, when the 
ade to pray, Remember, 0 LORD! 
Edom in the day of Jeruſa SF zwhg 
Role it, even, fe 771 out 7 | 


Daughter of Bal Who art 

A ſhall He he, 7 50 72 175 Fe 

7 52 er ve . 15 I 

and eb le ole, 3 145 5 

IAK E the Was ls e ext then in ms 

ew, and they contain this e When the 

Frople of GOD are vader Aff 15 2 2 Ako 

ought. to Seek out of 

HM D, and 150d; that chance. of 25 may learn 

ff for-whar. Cauſe the Evil is iafſicted upon them, 

pe and thereby be brought to Repentance ; that upon 
loking back into the Mercies of G B, to 112 

ſelves, and his Judgments on their Enemies, t 

might have Hope, and I ruſt 191 e in 


Him, that He would work gue 9g e * 


and revenge their 2 wit tha ſeven 
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low, Cre and . 


1 ? ions 11 
> Enemies of Iſrael, who 1 8 
n * 00; but the latter e 
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6 A Sandton ee beford the 
4 TR manner of Spirit He 1s of 


own Ruin with Conſtancy, while a'worſe Deſtry 


ble their number periſhing by the ſame Fate. Bu 


| FF irher threatened to, or executed upon, the En 


| Sith Fear and Reverence, -with anawful Senſe d 
Divine Juſtice, in full. Aſſuranee, that verily th 


1GOD, that judgeth the Earth, and then to b. 


5 13 Afflictions: To which of theſe Purpoſes tht 


— 
— 
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1 7 No more is it convenient or fafe to perii 


9 


. The Chriſtian, that deſires Fire frm 
eaven upon the worlt of his 2 Knows me 


THE Spirit of Revenge 27 carry a "Min 
at Jefperate Extremity of Malice, as to bear li 


Aion befals his Enemy: Thus have we known 
Veſſel with its Crew fink down into the Deep i 
a kind of Triumph, when they firſt have ſeen doy 


this kind of Bravery,” the Comfort ariſing from 
ſuch a Proſpect, belongs nor unto the Goſpel. ie 

THE utmoſt Conſolation therefore, that th 
Chi briftian can receive from the Judgments of GON 


mies of ChrifPs Church, is to look up to Heaven 


$5 a, Reward for the Righteous, doubtleſs there it | 


Hold bis Judgments upon the Wicked, as an Ar 
ment and Proof of his Care for the Righteou 
"And to [rejoice i in the latter abſtractedly from 0 
former. | 1 
. may ſee then the Uſe of the Anil 
my | Text, either as it may be ſuppoſed 
File to the Enemies of Judah; or ſpoken 
the Jews themſelves by way of Comfort unde 


ords in their original Intention were directe 
ir is not eaſie, nor neceſſary, exactly to detit 


8 Fropber in either of theſe: Defighs;” for® 


1 


* 


M|| 


| IT brd, „ 7 
mei Comfort to a People, is to ſuppoſe them in 
mb Aiftion ; to denounce Judgments to their Ene- 
- "ies, 1540 ſuppoſe: them at their Mercy: Any ſuch: 
n tiMpplication then is miſchievous to People, and} 
r hi — to the Preacher. 
{try 125 we muſt not run withoit beng ſents 
vn N may not propheſie without a Viſion, our Pre- 
| rhe are Deluſions, except we bring to their 
don treſtation, TH US SAITH THE LORD. 
he difference is very great between the Preach- 
+ of the Goſpel; in] a Prophet in Iſrael, the 
ee acted by the immediate Commiſſion of Al- 
t the gity GOD, and under the viſible Direction of 
one —_ Ghoſt: The other derive their Authori- 
hro a long Succeſſion, and to all appearance 
avenWre under the idance of the Spirit no more, 
le ban their People, the Effuſions of e being & 
ally communicated to both. 
i: THE Prophet then might reprove even Kings, 
bead not be aſhamed, He might alarm the People 
rith Fears of impending Dangers, becauſe the 
owWord of the LOR D came unto him with ſuch a 
ommand. But the Preachers of the Goſpel are 
mploy*d in a Meſſage of another kind, the Pow- 
oo the World to come are our ſtrong Reaſons, 
nd the fear and danger” of Hell « is oy alarm, that 
ene are to found. | 
nay FOR our Maſter has afinad 0 By that his King- 
tom is not of this World, and conſequently the 
oMuthority,' that we derive from our LOR'D'% O- 
etuginal Commiſſion to his Apoſtles, entitles us td 
1 2 3 with the Aﬀairsof this World: Let 
Tr xe then for me amuſe themſelves, aud beiter 


* 
. 
. = 


& A Serud yu preceb'd: before the 
_ the People with ioviſitis Dorgers, formidable © 
Day, and blown aver #6 Marrow, and yet thy 
reaſon of the Change is ne hes 49 be foun 
but with themfel ves. 
YOU will excuſe me, then, L DIR 
the Propher's firſt deſign in the Precept 1 
Teit, and — rather as lay ing down 
Rule of Igdtruction of 2 general aqngern to all 
that now the LORD, and then the Work 
give us this'Senſe: It is the Duty of GO Ds Fe 
ple to ſret for Inſtruction at of - "the Bock of t 
LORD, aud theig to Read, what #hey are & 
"HERE s large Proſpect opens ts our vier 
_ andiprefents us with many — «apes * 
deſerve to be brougit nea rer to our Sight, 
quire's cloſer —— N hy 500 


N. WE maſt tay down. whet is chs 1 Jo 
of the LORD. wy, 
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| Ty 


Y, as to find out what e are ſes ius (or; 
_ HENCET ſhall draw ſome porters fs 
Ye xine fudjet of this Diſcourſe.” - 
hre | Hie 8 eit 3 he \ 
. tr a T üche Both ache OBD * nl 
here we will paſs over the {Book af che Creatin de 
'by which the inviſible Things GOD, ous Mk Ive 
mal Power - apr ee: n Deck 
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© Szcondly, ON ale Puidence we boliow 'T Os 
be che Book of rhe LORD. 1 Wy 
. 901 RAT we ar to foo fn an oth k 
Banu, HOW we mult Kehl this. 'Buk 10 
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—_ Fest E Seer N 29 

8 ö by ib Thing i hat ae. moles iadther 
thei! 1 0 inliſt 0# the Light ef Nature, by wih 

und ey, who have received fio poſſtive Laws from 

in 50D; are ifſtructed to ſhew- forth the work of 
1 Wh 14%, Mitten in their Hearts: Nor will we 
che elne our ſelves fo" thoſe particular Writings out 
ſa 

Al 


f ich t et originally enjoyns us to R 

n ; e ed old my reſpect the pentateüut, 

ord —— IO tht hy hd have thaide' the 

2 ity, that -— anon t Scripturt teceived in 

4 WOW this? Ptophtr dos in nd were chan ue 
0 {i BGG KS. £7 \J a} wy oli. 
108 . then on Either bf cheſe Betiſes, 

ev bil . — — 


tba ghifie — — Ne 


I d 1 8 
c Kate ths the Ry 


id this Fila 
| either as wow by ie eſpeela COH. 


J of . as ihdited ta ne 
bn Rates of A it te 206 MOOD 
t u e moe by ee 

1 r 1 ä — of 


M ALD 
Hu 10 5 A bes Wiſdom; Power; 
\ Ghote tf GOD for its Ihe Matters On 

er rather, than Sh: Ay 
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ao o A SERMON denen before the 


++AND here, to conſeſs the Truth, many, g 
many indeed, believe on no Evidence at all; 
take it for granted, and ſeem thorowly ſat, 
of it without. being able to give a reaſon, of th 
Sonviction: This implicite Faith however i is 
Hirrational; as it appears to he: For, tho Hei 
themſelves are not prepared with an Anſwer 
| them, who ſhallask the reafon of their Faith, iſh, 
their Faith is raiſed on a rational Foundation, 'k . 
00 deep for. their own Notice, They beg 
gad are verily perſuaded, that the Scriptures q 
the Book of GOD, becauſe they were taught, 
im their Infaney; and this Perſuaſion, grows, x 
1 — andi is eſtabliſned With their Und 
nding, the 3 ſtronger, as the othg 
enlarged; and what my. . — | 50 1 a] 
Children, they firmly heli Men. tt 
their Perſuaſion, — ari ee from: this Arp 
ment of Convict ion: They can {een o Read 
why their Parents, their — — 3 be 
quaintance, and their 88 hold Al ap 
in one common Cheat, to hem, that infMyid 
_ Writings were the Word of 60 D, (rhe did Woo 


it, themſelves; go, more can they age 


1 


ti 


hend, by what means ſo many, wiſe Men of Mv! 
own; and of many; preceding i ſbould be 6 
poſed on to believe, what was 17 ; Theſe che 
two Principles of More! Aſſurance, | which Went 
5 Credit of Mankind is ſupport Andi eir 
inſtances we are forod to take theſe Pe, x 


es for granted, except we would perplex Muge 
8 ves, and confound the World. idee So ls 
SH, ticiſm. The Convidi ion then, even of th hei 98 
CAA La oh 


Levant 2 N "uY 


ere b. Believers is not ſo groundleſs, as it ĩs ſome- 
times repreſented; the Evidence of the Truth 
ſhines not upon them clear and diſtinct, it is 
obſcure, and confuſed, not from its own Darkneſs 
or Weakneſs, but om their Dulneſs, and Incapa- 
city : And yet like the Dusk of the Evening, it is 
ſufficient to direct them aright: They believe 
ot on the proper Evidence of the Scriptures, but 
n the general Principles of Moral Iſuramc. 
BUT becauſe this implicite Faith is a Reproacfi 
o others, and full of Danger to themſelves, I 
* ill lay open to you the Proofs. whereby we are 
S, aoasriaced our ſelves, and perſuade others to be- 
— that the Scriptutes are the Word of G OD. 
TEIS Evidence is either External or Internal. 
VA THE External Evidence, external in reſpect 
5 lib Scriptures themſelves, is Threeſold, conſiſt. 
of three Principal Branches, all agreeing with 
ich other, and each contributing to ſtrengthen 
den eſt: Human Reaſon,” Ecclefiaſtical Tradition, 
Al the Teftimony of the Holy Gh. The Internal 
Ividence is the Importance, the Dignity, the 
jodnefs of the Matter, the peculiar Sublimity of 
he Stile, .the Agrecablenels of 3 it all INI with 
Notions of GOD. 18131317 HCH 1l 
SOME have. ventured. today the whole Streſs - 
ele the Scriptures Authority on one of theſe Argu- 
ch ents. alone; and ſeveral Writers according to 


di tir: Prejodices and Party have eſpouſed'# ſingle” 
e e, reject ing the reſt as unneceſſary, weak, and 
I [ngerous, Thus the (a) e reſolve che 

J / ——— — 51¹ 
ſe N 10 ge, j Chri 18 n E dg 5 
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Scriptures.” 


, of . vackicr; thanc of 'Revelation; becauſe. 


eg > eee ui. l 


A Sunne preac hd * the 


* Eviderice-of Scripture; into the ſtrength of 
Conviction wrought by Tradition: (5) Calvinog 
the other ſide wholly flights Tradition, and Res. 
fon; and will allow no other Proof, than the Te 
ſtimony of the oy and the ENG of the 


BUT for Reaſons, which ſhall give by and 
by, both theſe Methods of arguing are very preju 
dicial to the Authority of Scripture: Each Prod 
has its force and weight, but no one alone can fup 
port the Authority of Scripture r to eu 
on a general Convithions. 

LET me then ſhew how ar each Proof con 
tributes its Proportion of Evidence: | Reaſon lay 
the — — Tradition builds upon the Ground. 
work, the Spirit approves the Structure; and the 


Beauty, Strength, and „And Haan of the Work ll” 
=_ itz to have ee under the Directiu of 


f Has 3 and Jaye dowlicheſs Fri 
: That there is a GOD: That the Worin, 
was made by him: That Man is his Off. ſpring nt 
That the: Wilt of the e Being is the-Rule « 
Goodnefs, and his Mind the Standard of Truth. 

T HESE at preſent I would ſuppoſe Principh 


— 2 AA iin R ain ile * 
— into 
(00 __ — Argum. Quo ecftimonio Seas 
b n NB .certaconttet, e jus Authoritas: ſure 
que © v4 acl commeutum ejus pendereat ab Eccleſia ui part 
— Rev 


— Fines quos S. I intds doevit, ſolide f 
cere in Scri & hanc an. * a,,, neque — latis 
tioni & rationibus ct eam fas eſſe: quam tamen * meretur api of E 
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— to prove the Being, the Goodneſs, or Wiſ- 
dom of G0 D from Scripture, before the Autho- 
rity of Scripture it ſelf be eſtabliſhed, is a down- 
right Soleciſm in Reaſoning. 

THESE Principles ſuppoſed, the natural Man 
upon the cloſeſt 2 finds himſelf little 
acquainted with, not to ſay, wholly ignorant of 
the Mind and Will of GOD, conſequently doubt- 
fulof what is Good, uncertain of what is True. 
Conſcious then of the Deity's Goodneſs, He finds 
it conſiſtent with all his other Attributes, to make 
aplain and manifeſt Revelation of his Mind and 
Wil for the Improvement of Man's Kody, 
and for the Regulation of his Practiſe. - + 

HENCE Reaſon concludes it to be highly 
probable, that the Deity in his own good time 
„vill manifeſt himſelf more clearly to us, that we 
[> 4 8 learn. what i is Good, and underſtand what 

is Trae. 

TO' the Mind thus fairly diſpoſed by Reafon, 
dition offers its Evidence; and brings its Te- 

Wſtimony, That GO D at ſundry times, and in di. 

y 138 did ſpeak in times of old #0 the Jews, 
articular by his Prophets, and mn later. Days 
bn to Jew and Gentile by his Son. 

NOT content with naked Teſtimony, it puts 
into our Hands certain Writings, which, it aſ- 
ſures us, were always received by the Jew as to 
part, and by the Chriſtian in the whole, as the 
Kevelation of the Mind and Will of GOD: and 
Wiatisfies us by every Argument proper for this kind 
Jof Evidence, that theſe are the very Writings for- 
> * received, and in Confirmation of this Evi 

| C 2 dence 


| | 


13 A SERMON preach'd before the 
dence opens to us a large, ſucceſſive Regiſter of 
Witneſſes, all atteſting to the ſame Truth thro! a 
Series of many Ages: And this we call the Tradi: Mood: 
tionary, or Hiſtorical Evidence of Scripture. 14 
A to this the Tæſtimony of the Holy Ghoſ: Niive 
In theſe Writings many future Things are fore mes 
told, which Hiſtory aſſures us have been long ſin Mio 
accompliſhed; many Propheſies in the Old Te: 
ſtament were fulfilled long before the Goſpel, ma. 
ny Predictions were verified by the Goſpel, an 
many things foreſhewn in the Goſpel have ſing 
come to paſs; to name no more, the Deſtructio 
of Jeruſalem, the Encreafe of the Goſpel, and the 
Threatenings executed on the Seven Churches d 
Ala, are full Proofs. n 
THA theſe Things were foretold before they 
happened, and that they were brought to paſs, « 
they were: foretold, we are as ſure, ' as we c R 
be of any Facts delivered in any other HiſtoryMiou 
This: I call the Teſtimony of the Spirit, becauls fu 
none but the Holy Spirit, the Omniſcient Wil 
dom of GOD, can declare Things future; and 
the Reaſon, why I give this Interpretation oi 
the Teſtimony of the Spirit rather, than their! 
commonly received one, ſhall be aſſigned here e t 
after. ae 71 5 75 0 BIO $i 8 2 * * 5 
IHE Book of the LORD ſupported by thi 
External Evidence, comes to be examined laſtly ot 
its own Intrinſic Excellence, which is called its [ 
ternal Evidence? Now if every Thing proper toi 
manifeſt the Glory of GOD; and to promote tht 
Happineſs of Man; if all its Laws are Holy, Juf 
and Good; if the Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneb 


- 


- ns 
- * * 0 


: 


of W'the- Deity are fully diſplayed, ſo as to raiſe in 
great and noble Sentiments of Love for his 
odneſs, of Veneration for his Wiſdom, of aw- 
Admiration for his Power; if every thing be 
livered with that Majeſty of Stile which be- 
mes the great Author, with that Power of Con- 
tion ' which may filence the Ga inſayer, with 
t Fulneſs and Clearneſs, as to ſerve for a Gene- 
Rule of all Men's Actions, if every Part of this 
rater be due to the Scriptures, as has been 4 
undantly demonſtrated by Numbers of Writers > 
this Subject; then the intrinſic Excellence, or 
ernal Evidence of the Scriptures, cloſes.in with 

external Evidence, and both together unite 


ir Force in convincing and aſſuring us upon all 
hey Principles of rational Conviction, and moral 
i lurance that the Scriptures are the Book of the 
carl) R D: And this is the manner in which a'jus * 
Oos, diligent Enquirer may come to believe 8 
aut fundamental Article of his Religion. Y 
Wie r AK E them altogether, and they give 
aniſgength and Light to each other; but ſeparate 
m, and urge them ſingly, and you weaken 


ir Force, and betray the Cauſe, that you under- 
e to defend. 8 | realy O23 00 
T is owing undoubtedly to Tradition, that we 
owledge and believe the Canon of Scripture, 
Wird amongſt us at this Day, to be the 
ne, Which was always received by the Jews be- 
our Saviour, and by the Chriftian Church, 
rince that there has been made a Collection 
boſe Sacred Writings, which by a Figure we 
| aſſures 


1 


* 
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76 A SexMow preachd before the 

z ſſures us of the Identity of the | Writings, thi 

_ they are the Same now, which they were mi 

| Generations ago ; that they are corrupted in , 
mn nt Points; that there are no material. 

ditions in them, that nothing conſidera ble has bi 
loſt; that they were written by the Perſons, wh 

Names they bear in their Inſcriptions; that 

Epiltles aſcribed-to St. Paul, are the very Leu 

Which he wrote to the Churches of Rome, Corn 
- Epbeſws, and the reſt, Thus far ſatisfied, wen 
- Gfely now drop Tradition; hitherto it may be 

viceable, but exalt it any higher, and we , 
not acknowledge its Authoritx. 

FOR When we are told, That the Di 

Authority of Scripture is owing to Traditi 

we'flatly deny the Aſſertion, difown it as Bf 

phemous, and refute it as incompetent Evidel 
_ of it ſelf. For it does not follow, that beca 
they can prove by an uninterrupted Tradition 
from the Apoſtles toour own Times, that the Sa 
ures ha ve been received as divinely inſpired, ui 
therefore we have no other Evidence of their la 
ration than Tradition: This Conſequence ſure 
looſe and weak; and except they will ug, 

take to defend this Conſequence, Tradition R 

Will never be a competent Evidence of the 

piration and Authority of Scripture, 

ZZ 8$YOVLD he Arguments urged by the 
cient Fathers, in Proof of the Inſpiration of Wa: 
Scriptures, | be pleaded in behalf of Trad 

theſe Arguments muſt either be believed 

 Effely;/ upon the Authority of the Fathers, wil 
none ſurely win require, or elſe: for theit 


L 


r Cam * ._ "oP 
5 1 and then we loſe — have 
ourſe to Reaſon'; if the Arguments are ſound} 
my are tonvinc'd, not by the Aurhority of the 
bers, nor the Evidence of T radition, but 
a the Strength of the Conclufion drawn from 
niſes ſelflevident, or plainly proved: 80 "that 
uu arguments, with which Tradition brings us 
wy qlainted, are Evidences quite diſtin from Tra- 
enn ir ſelf: By Tradition we know that ſuch of 
Fathers wrote in Defence of the Scriptures; 
eint when we read thoſe Writings, and examine 
ir Arguments, and find Conviction, our Satiſ⸗ 
tion 5 owing to the Force ol Reaſon,” nor to 
. WEvidence' of Tradition. 
Due R ther the Springs af Water into a Head, | 
dit | thence convey them at great Piſtances fafe 
* "oP pure in Conduit- pipes; the Receprion of theſe 
Irets WE OWE" to t ; they had been difs 
Jul ted, as bad as loft, nen and uſeleſs, unleſs 
$ brought home to us. In like manner we are 


* 85 0 Tradition for irs Conveyance of the 
sto our Knowledge 


hich might others 
& have been forgorten, with thoufands of Vo. 
ure ls, the Namesof which are utterly unknown 
od tn rt I C 
bs | RADITION: — js not without its Uſe 
Service, t ol far en 
nſpiration of e oit its own Authority: 


4 to eloſe this roint I will ventute to ay, it 
en atone be ſuffcient Evidenee of che Bir 
aan Aathoricy of the Scriptu then the age. 
iu i 0 Scriptute wp & Bible, #batiny 


for the differetit * 


F of he Traditions, which 
ary 1 ſor their 


ae. "NO: 
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18 A Sermon preach'd befote the 


NO more fafe is it to eſtabliſh the Authorit 
of the Scripture E the Teſtimony of t 
Spirit, according to the Senſe of | Calvin, vl 
makes this Teftimony to conſiſt of certain ſs | 
Whiſpers and Suggeſtions of the Spirit, wherel 
Perſuaſion and Convict ion are Vrought inſenſib 
Without their Knowledge or Conſent: This he cal 
Being taught inwardly by the Holy Ghoſt : A 
Perſons thus taught, he aſſures us, do firmly acht 
e/ce inthe Scripture, which is ſe/-evidently credil 
BUT this is down-right':Exthufiaſm ; he ei 
deavours hereby to eſtabliſh-the very fundame: 
tal Principle of Fanaticiſm: For which Reaſo 
choſe to give another Interpretation of the I. 
ſtimony of the Spirit; for if none can believe th 
Scriptures to be of Divine Authority, till they: 
taught ſo by the Spirit, then vain and fruitl 
will be their Endeavours, Who offer any Arg 
ments to convince the Unbelie ver. 


y JW 
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SHOULD one of you thus taught, ha 
occaſion to argue vith an Heathen or Mahomets 
concerning the Scripteres,: the Reaſoning wou 
— very weak and precarious, ſhould 90 
orm your Argument on this Principle: The H 
ly: Spirit of G 0 D has taught me to belieſ 
That the Scriptures are divinely inſpired, au 
therefore they muſt be true, and deſerve the hig 
eſt Authority. Nour Adverſary might juſtly ie 


ply, What the Spirit may have taught) To 
FOE. teve 


\ 


4 
. - * 
9 
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har believe, 2 not to Me; it may be a Conviction 
F ue your ſelf, but it can be none to me, till the 
me Spirit teaches me the ſame Belief. 
o ſhould the Follower of Mabomet reply, 
"The Spirit alſo works in me a Belief of the 41. 
cli ran, and aſſures me, that every Page, every 
Sentence wrote by our, Holy Prophet came origi- 
nally from the Great God, and in this Perſuaſion 
Inh acquieſce, To ſuch a Reply I cannot ſee 
what Anſwer could be given on the Principle of 
an in ward Perſuaſion founded on the ſecret Teſti- 
Z 5 odio coffe 
THEY. muſt, if they would ever come to an 
End of this Controverſie, drop this Principle, and 
W proceed to Arguments of another kind. 
No more is it perfectly ſafe to rely too much 
on the ſe evident Credibility of the Scriptures ; 
bor ſeveral Circumſtances might be conceived, 
ind have doubtleſs happen'd ; which might ſhew 
the Inſufficiency of this Principle alſo, it ſiagle. 
"8. GIVE the Holy Volume into the Hands of an 
Heathen, . tranſlated into his own Language, and 
(dere him ſeriouſly to peruſe it; at the ſame time 
luppoſe him unacquainted with the Jewiſh, Ro. 
Mz and Grecian. Learning and Hiftories; and 
MW when he bad diligently read it over, ask him on- 
ly, without any. farther Intimation, what, was 
bis Opinion of it? He might, he muſt. indeed, if 
he anſwered with Truth, and Judgment, ſay, It 
jeu ippeared to him an Excellent Book, full of great 
and. wonderful Diſcoveries, . infinitely to Man's 
Advantage, even worthy of GOD. himſelf to 
laye revealed. But if you obleryes he. Cone 
. TT | „ | 1on 


% 
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Fon falls-ſhort by far ee ee and 
worough Convickion, that it aCttrally was del 
vered by GOD himfelf The Inference is nn 
onefuff e, it is worthy of GO D, and therefor 
he muſt be its Author. 
EVERY additional Argument then uſed and 
urged in Confirmation of the Divine lofptratiof 
of he hrs ye whe is an Argument againſt the Suff 
eieney of the Principle, That the Scriptures ar 
ſeffevitenty credible : And it is worth obferving 
chat this Ander ſpends a very long () Chapteſ 
in giving us other Proofs of the Authority of Seri 
— little did He truſt in his Wow Src 
Innſelf. But the Spirit of Oppoſition car 
 Maninto Cont a bs rather, than not 2 
tradict his Adverſary: : The Rumanits had even il 
Blaſphemy Sidinddined the Authority of Traditin 
| "ot mo re the Catvinift will allow it no fort 
G be thaiked; we ste rational Crextur 
and as ſuch G OD- will deal with us, and there 
fore require nothing from us, but upon a juſt, an 
Rusiunn Contiction: And ſuch a Conviction ma 
be had upon the Principles laid down, if taken a 
Mot her; and each, in its proper order, and ac 
| che Cc nee the Perſon, witl 
: n we have to deal, "urged in ſupport of tl 


48 I-tok this'ro be the great jm portant Point 
I have been the larger upon it, tho? in Juſtice ra 
| che gabject, Tam ſüre, too oer and flight | 
Lebe n 3 
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ani gut this I fuppoſe may be a ſufficient excuſe, if I. 
m very ſhort in my next Enquiriee. 
no z. WHEREIN I was to conſider, what We 
Mere to ſeek for out of the Book of the L. ORD; 
were we to keep cloſe to the deſign of the Text, 
bey muſt be the Mercies of GOD to his People, 
and bis Judgments upon their Enemies. But take 
he Words in a full, independent Senſe, and we 
Way ſay, we muſt ſeek for every Thing in relati- 
n to our Faith or Practiſe out of that Book: We 
nuſt believe every Doctrine, and obey every Precept 
ontained in that Book; in general the Scripteres 
ipeWnuſt be the Rale of our Faith and Prafiiſe, _ 
1. THIS is fo wide a Field of Diſcourſe, that I 
Whould entirely weary your Patience to give you | 
particular Survey of it; and withall the Point 
5 of that weighty Importance, that a little ought 
Wot to be ſaid upon it: I chooſe rather charkfore 
0 leave it thus at large. 3 : 
5M 4/4. ENQUIRY ,was, How we muſt read 
Wis Book ſo efeftually, as to find out, what we are 
bing for. ; e 
I anſwer, with a Pure Heart, with Diligence, 
ad earneſt Prayer. * {Gece a 
PURTTY-of Heart ſuppoſes a Freedom from 
| carnal, or ſpiritual Prejudices: Such are, Luft, 
' thiride, Covetouſneſs, and every Thought cantra- 
to the Spirit. Fog 2 
READ thro” a painted Glaſs, and every. Let- 
r appears to the Eye of the ſame Color. 27 
be Heretic reads the Scripture with a prejudice 
Wlind, and all He reads confirms bis Prejudice. 
Thus the Wanton e Tranſgreſſion 4257 
| 1h _ Vid 
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22 A SERMON preach'd before the 


vid with delight, He remembers the Crime, but 


forgets the Penalty and Penitence. 
DILIGENCE ſuppoſes Conſtancy, and an 
uſe of all proper Means: The Scriptures muſt be 
read frequently, over and over; they contain great 
| and deep Treaſures, never totally to be exhauſted 
It is an Obſervation commonly taken notice of on 
this. Occaſion, that let a Perſon of good Parts 
found Judgment, and exquiſite Learning, read ove 
the Bible with the cloſeſt: application of Thought. 
yet let him begin it again, and every Page wil 
Mover to him ſome new Beauty, that He ha 
over-look'd before. | 
CONSTANCY alone is not ſufficient for 

due Underſtanding of the Scriptures; a skill i 
Languages, an inſight into ſeveral Arts and Scier 
ces, every Part of Human Literature contribut 
ſomething to it: Or where theſe are not to be at 
tained, a modeſt, ſerious Attention to the Preach 
ers of the Word will be found very ſerviceable t 
them, who deſire to read the Scriptures to the 
Improvement. 


J Taſtiy, EARNEST Prayer to GOD for ti 
Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, for the Illuminatiot 
of Divine Grace, always preſent to them, that az 
in Faith, Humility, and Sincerity, may diſpel ol 


=> > 


_ * LEND me yet your Patience, while I mal 


= me Inferences, from what has been laid dow! 


ſuitable to the Subject of this Diſcourſe. 
Fin, IE the Scriptures are really the Word 
GOD, delivered by his Appointment, and uit 


| 
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natural Darkneſs, until the Day ſtar ariſe in ol 


/ 
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Direction, as a Revelation of his Mind and 
il, then how «grateful, how impious is their 
Device, who ſuggeſt to ſome, and affirm to o- 
ers, that the Light of Nature, Reaſon alone, is 
ficient to direct Men in all Truth, as to their 
aderſianding ; and in all Goodneſs, as to their Pra- 
He. +85 N 
er we muſt not wonder at ſuch Opinions + 
or when we remember the Title, with'which of 
te an Apoſtate Brother has vilified the Preachers 
the Word, it can't be ſtrange, that the Word it 
f ſhould be repreſented as a ſtupid, ſenſeleſs 
ce. Nor muſt we be too much concern'd at 
ch Reproaches; becauſe the Diſciple is not above 
b Maſter, and if they call HIM Beelzebub, ho 

uch more ſhall they call his Servants? 
FROM the ſame Doctrine ariſes another Infe- 


but 


d an 
iſt de 
great 
uſted. 
of on 
Parts 
] ove 
uehit 
> wil 
e hat 
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kill i 
Scier 
-r4but 
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bw profane, how blaſphemozs is their Converſa- 
"n, who on every trifling, ill-natured, obſcene 
caſion, chooſe to expreſs themſelves in Scripture 


ght juſtly wiſh for themſelves, that the rings 
their Tongues had never been looſed, at leaſt, that 
Wy had never learned to ſpeak /o plain. _ 
Secondly, IF we are to ſeek for the Rule of our 
ith and Praiſe, in the Book of the LORD, 
che Scriptures are ſufficient for Salvation, then 
Pw wicked is their Preſumption, who place human 


Ne the Commands of GOD of none eifect by their 
vord n Traditions ? How intolerable is their Tyran- 
uo over Men's Conſciences, who lay the ms 


ſtrels 
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oe; if the Scriptures are the Book of the LORD, 


nguage ? Theſe wretched Pretenders to Wit 


vs and Doctrines on a level with Divine, who 


. 
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the leaſt Encourageme 


e where-wirh the Goſpel has made hin 
free. 


bo in effect forbid them to apex this Book, n 
they, that are unſta 


the Deſtruction of more Souls, than all the Hz 
ſies that have been. known from the Foundaty 


24 
ſtreſs upon their own Inventions, . as upon th 
poſitive Inſtitut ions of Chrift ? Who ever giv 


nt or Countenance of 
ation, muſt have forgotten thy 


fach an Uſurp 


Thirdly, IF it be a General Precept equally d 
rected to the People, as to Prophet or Pris 
ſeek out of the Bob of the LOR D, and read, the 
how grievous is their Rule over their Peopl 


read? For to forbid them reading it ina Languag 
that they underſtand, and to forbid them readiy 
it at wy is juſt the ſame to the generality of ti 
* 
THE Holy Writings have in them, we my 
confeſs, Some Things hard tu be Snder/load, wh 
ble and wnlearned, wreſi wi 
het own Deſtruction : But, if this be a real 
why they ſhoutd be utterly prohibited, then mim 
we commend” the Wiſdom of the Arabian Propiiffed, 
when He abſolutely forbids his Maſſulman if a 
juice of the Grape; for Wize, I believe, has be 


ada 


of the World. And on the fame Principle, f ; 
and the uſe of every Tharp Inſtrument, ought uo 
forbidden, beca uſe the has been know 
fall into the Flames, and the Madman 10 b 


cut his Trat. d $61 

II may be true, chat the raſh, audycions rt 

E of Scriptures may be dangerous to 1a — 
and it is me- Where 2 * Wi e 
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tn Thar ae. with the ſacred Volumes. 
* ut the Wiſdom of God and Man has found out, and pre- 
Se ed a Remedy for this Danger, in appointing an Order 
8 27. to read · and explain theſe Writings to the Peo- 
; Foy the Priefts Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and they 
ul fuk the Law at bis Mouth ; yg He is the; Meſſenger of 
LORD of Hoſts, Mal. 2. 7 And while the Mini- 
eis of the Word are thus about their Maſter's bufinels, 
e Title of Readers and Annotators needs be no Re- 
adi to them. And the Blind- guides in the Church of 
ne had better inſiſt on this Plea, than fly for reſuge to 
at accarſed Lye, chat Tonorence is rhe: Nor ber of Dewdion. 
nurabh, I F to ſecl out of rhe Book of b LORD, and 
| ne, are Expreflions of Diligence, and if ir be aBook 
Wn requires Attention and Application forthe Under- 
ding of it, then what Blame, hat Reprooſ doahey 
erre, who venture to cenſure, and oondemn the Surip - 
& wirhout having read them, without underſtanding 
ord of them in their O- } ige? It is an a 
xd kind of Free-vbinking to take a Point for granted, 
ich they want Capacity to examine; there is ma = 
adutity, and more Obſtinacy in reſolving to believe 
it t be falſe, of which all, ehat know rhem, ara d. 
d, they are incompet ent Judges, chan can be chav- 
ee, faithful Ohriſtian in en and reading, 
' the Scriptures. anne. 
ih — Laſtly, IF it be 3 Privilege ito have thb 
Wok of the LORD laid open tous, iflit he a Blefling 
e People xo hear and read che Suriptures in the Lan- 
ge of their Country, what ſhall we ſay of their In- 
tulle, und Sloth, who ſeldom lodk into the Bddk off 
v1, whd have no taſte, ncrrol iſh of the: ſacred Writings, 
are come to chat wretched Turniof Thought, ast 
u Seren Hour in the ate for one in the Kane 


\ Sola Ser n Ats eſt, N fbi alike) Min Nu 

trula Anus, Hanc delicks Sene x, Hang Sophiſta verbaſus; = 

niyerſi præſumunt, r Dover ant, — beg 
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5 Os Nan muſt be judged according to his Works. 
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SBaoeriptures to be written for our Learning, Grant, i 


. 1 


* 


k > * f 4 4 * 
4 * 1 
«. _ 4 * 1 tv 7 P 
4 \ * N ＋ = the. dr . 0 > RY 
- * * "NM p 3 s aa: 4 
i 4 » 
R * 47.04 7 7 , 88 4 bb. 
o 1 N - 7 
f 
= off WR l C 4 
1 
* 6 * „ (4 S * 
* e r ju ö ? | ” p wy * 
2 1 * + > 1 + n - * 0 ö M * ry Fs * 4 1 5 5.4 * : _ 
* % he": <7 ; DICE ; 9 80 "6.4 | 5 \ 1 * [2 þ | ; o 1 
N : 7 C 8 0 3 . * * - - 
” * 1 1 * 4 * 1 'Y +4 7 4 o \ 
8 4 F 4 | D p ' : . a 0 at 4 * ws 
«x; Xs yn | — ? 4 — * . 
, F : 1 
* — - = we 
: 4 1 5 5 
e | 08 1 e 1 4 g ; : o had 
l . «fa = , « * 8 
” : 4 be 
1 4 1 » > ö ' 
” 0 
a 1 4 a : ** * 
\ * , 
1 , > 


bd 


* 


7. 
2 1 
g * 
. P 
. . . y 
N A * N 
3 a 
— 
R Ks 
M$ 
te YES» 
* * 4 * 


3 — TRE * * * 5 
* "TY Wy n * * 5 E 1 8 7 
ä 5 


a8 to receive infinitely m more (Satisfaion in Non, Ol 
Pamphlets, than in the inſpired Pages? 
BU this Conduct ill becomes the Character of a 
| Da which almoſt in its very Name implies a fe 
ous Concern, yes! An earneſt Zeal for the Word of Go 
"Info much that amongft our Fore-fathers in the Reſ 
mation, the Scriptures were as highly honored as among 
the Primitive Chriſtians; the one would no more deli 
uß their Bibles to the Popift, than the other to the 
even tho? they migut have been e as the Rack 
| Naw Lives. 


LE Men therefore conſider, bow inconſiſtent, | 
rous is their Management, to glory in a Nan 
. yet not to deſerve it; to aſſume a Character. and) 
drop the very eſſential Diſtinctiĩon in that Charady 
The true Proteſtant at any time will venture even his li 
rather, than be forbidden the uſe af the Scriptures: | 


venture their Liſe for what they neglect, and deſpiſ 


IN Word, the Scriptures are truly the Book of 
and we may believe, that as this Book is given us noy 


real as the e Rule of our Faith and Praftiſe, ſo this wil 
chat Bock to be opened hereafrer, out of which en 


3 . be) me us:the: Book 
Lud and Condemnation, but of Life and Etc 
NS let us in earneſt Prayer at all times, beg the 1 
25 1 Holy Ghoſt, and at preſent 'conclude t 
z Mornings Service in chat excellent Colle of our | 


may in ſüch wiſe Read, Mark, Learn, and inm 
ket. ES. and Comfort o 
= Word, we may embrace and ever hold faſt i 
3 belle Hope, a Jes . whichthou: tabs 
2 hq 21 2 142 olus Chl. 


